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BRJEF COMMUNICATION

ON Hit! STATUS OF SOME NEMATODE SPECIES FROM AUSTRALIAN BIRDS

Idciildleatiou vt nematodes from Australian
birds, now in pio^iess, has shown that the follow-

ing nornenclaluial changes and comments art-

necessary.

Comment on Antsttkis tiioinuh'iw {Linstow) 1

(Asenridoidea: Anisakidae); A. tUoitu'rfiuiv was
collected fiom niwtwiU'a fmn'hyura in the mulJi

Pacific Ocean by the Challenger lixpeduion. The
Challenger malerial was examined by Baytis- and
identified as helonghig to the .genus Attisttkh

Dujardin, 1845. Since then this species has been

placed in CtmirucutCum Rallliet and Henry, 191 Z*

by several authors^ '. r», in Anisakt.^^ and in Ant-

svkt's, syn Stoftuufius'' .

The most obvious differences between Atiisttkt's

spp. and Contruvaecum spp. arc the absence of

niter labia and of intestinal and oesophageal
appendices in Atusukis, In A, tJiotntth'ac intcrlubia

and oesophageal and intestinal appenduecs i\rc

unseat, there is however a thick ribbon-like ex-

cretory canal, one of the features noted by Hart
with" as characteristic of the Anisakinae. This is

particularly large in A, tliwnnicae and may IntVe

been mistaken by some- authors (as it was by
Johnston, pcrs, cotnm. c. 1940) for an intestinal

caecum, Johnston and Mawson* give description

and tiyuies of the species.

Amsakh is said to occur only in marine mam-
mals^-". This note is to draw attention to the
identity of the species and to the later accounls of

Ifaylis and Johnston (V Mawson. II is probable that

these ate the only authors quoted here who have
examined specimens of A, liiumafcav. fuilhcr
work may lead to Ihe erection of a new genus
for the species, but il cannot be considered as

belonging to Contracuecmti.

A. tiionwiii'ue is very commonly found in alba-

irosses and petrels from the oceans around Aus-
tialia,

t'rt'poyrti nnmrnclnlitral changes:

In Me tera koidea : I lclerakidac

:

Hctcrukis huncraffi (Johnston) 1 " to OJontc'takis

hotirroftt. Odotttenikis* 1 was erected for Hetera-

kitKtf in which the spicules ate equal and non-
alate and in which labial grooves are present. Il

is distinguished from Htlcrakix by these features

and by the presence of three small intcrlabia. All

these features are present in the type material of

//, haticrofti and in other material from the same
host species, so the nomenclatural change is neces-

sary.

OdoHti'tttkh spp, have up to the present been
recorded only from South American buds, mainly
linamous. The Australian records are mostly from
the finish I'm key, Ahttunt lattunu't. though there

is one tecord from a Wonga Pigeon, Lcucnsarvia
MihirUffciua,

In Aeiurioidae: Acuaiiidae:

A nutria curvicoh Johnston and Mawson'-\ to A-
(ittthtitis (Rud.) 1

'. The appearance and measure-
ments of the single female uorm on which the

desci iplion of Acuuriu conicala Avas based are

close to those of the numerous specimens of A.
attthun's now known from Corpus spp, from many
pails of Austialia 111 -' and the species arc con-
sidered synonymous,

Erhttutria quvrqiuuttiluc Johnston and Maw-
son"\ lo /-. ttfti'hiatu (Rud.) Ki

. t. qttvrqucthtlac,

described from a single firm.de from Ann\ $h-
ht'rifrons, was diflerentialed from E. ttndnuta
mainly by the si/c of the body spines. It is now
considered thai this falls within the natural

variation in sl^c ol spines seen in £. unvitmta iden

tilted from the same and related hosts in Aus-
tralia 1 '. Thus E, qtwrqitfiluhtr becomes a synonym
of K Hnntitita.
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